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WELCOME  TO FOR THE YOUNG AT ART 2007-08 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Philharmonic Center for the Arts is pleased to present our For the Young at 
Art 2007-08 programs.  This season we have scheduled the very best of dance, music, art 
and theater programs for students.  Studies show a strong, positive correlation between 
the arts and the development of young people.  At the Phil, we have known this for years 
– ever since we opened our doors – and have made a commitment to providing the best 
arts education available in a variety of fields.  This study guide is designed to prepare 
your students for an enriching experience at the Philharmonic Center for the Arts.   
 
 The mission of the Philharmonic Center for the Arts is to enlighten, educate and 
entertain people of all ages and backgrounds by presenting the very best of the visual and 
performing arts.  Thank you for joining us in this exciting adventure. 
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THEATER ETIQUETTE  
 
Teachers, please discuss proper etiquette/behavior before coming to the Phil. 
Remind students what is and is not appropriate when attending a live performance.  
 

·  No chewing gum, food or beverages allowed in the theater. 
·  No backpacks allowed. 
·  No recording devices, pagers, cell phones or cameras. 

 
 

 
·  Listen, pay attention and enjoy the performance.  
·  Show respect by being quiet during the performance. 
·  Applaud for the performers when you like what they have done. 
 

 
 
 
Special Notes for Teachers: 
 

·  Plan your arrival 10-15 minutes ahead of the scheduled start time.   
 The time provided indicates the start of the performance. 
 
·  You will be seated according to school.  The only time this in not possible is 

when buses are significantly separated in their arrival at the hall. 
 
·  A member of the Education Department and an usher will direct you to the area 

where your group will be seated. 
 
·  An adult must accompany any student to the restroom.  Please deal with bathroom 

needs before or after the performance, if possible. 
 
·  Teachers must sit with their students.  To provide the best view for students, 

teachers are asked to sit at the end of each row. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THEATER VOCABULARY  
Do you know these vocabulary words about the theater? 
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Actor A theatrical performer. 

Applause Approval expressed by the clapping of hands. 

Backstage The area behind and to the side of the stage. 

Choreographer The person who develops and arranges the dance movements for the  
dancers and actors. 

Composer A person who writes music. 

Costume A style of dress (including clothes, garments, accessories and hair style) 
worn on stage during a theatrical production that is characteristic of a  
particular country, time period or culture. 

Crew The group of people who run the various technical operations during a 
performance, including the lighting, curtain, set, scene changes, sound 
effects and props. 

Designers Individuals who create the set, costumes, lighting and sound effects for the 
performance. 

Director The person who supervises all the artists during rehearsals and instructs all 
dramatic aspects of the production. 

Lyricist The person who writes the words for a song. 

Musical Theater A play that uses music, song and dance to tell the story. 

Play  A staged representation of an action or story. 

Playwright The person who writes a play. 

Props All the objects used in a theatrical production. 

Score The sheet music that the actor memorizes and performs. 

Script Pages from which the actors read their lines. 

Stage Manager The person who assists the director during rehearsal and supervises the 
physical aspects of a stage production. 
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FACT SHEET 
 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts: is a non-profit organization established under the 
laws of the State of Florida; located on 8.5 acres in the southeastern section of Pelican 
Bay in Naples.  A portion of the land for the building was donated by Westinghouse 
Communities of Naples, Inc.  The Center celebrated its grand opening on November 3, 
1989. 
 
Frances Pew Hayes Hall:  a 1,425-seat concert hall housing the Philharmonic Center 
programs and concerts by foremost visiting soloists, symphony orchestras, plays and 
Broadway musicals, international dance companies and a variety of other events. 
 
Box-level seating: Hayes Hall contains 24 boxes with eight seats each. 
 
Myra Janco Daniels Pavilion: a 200-seat black box theater designed for intimate 
chamber music programs, cabaret jazz concerts, lecture programs, social events and 
rehearsals. 
 
Curtiss E. Frank Foyer: a 20,790-square-foot lobby, which includes art galleries 
totaling 5,000 square feet.  Adjoining the Center are two sculpture gardens/courtyards, 
which display works of art from the Center’s permanent collection. 
 
Casavant Opus 3690: a magnificent pipe organ built by Casavant Freres Limitee of St. 
Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada.  It was built at a cost of $550,000 and dedicated at the 
Philharmonic Center in November 1990.  The pipe organ features 64 ranks, 41 stops and 
3,604 pipes.  All façade pipes are working instruments. 
 
Proscenium arch: frames the stage of Hayes Hall, designed for live theater 
performances; the arch measure 66 feet wide and 31 feet high. 
 
Orchestra pit: provides seating for up to a 75-piece orchestra for theater, ballet and 
opera performances, measuring 66 feet wide and 9 feet deep.  The pit can be brought up 
to the level of the main floor and provide seating for an additional 52 people; or brought 
up to the level of the stage and provide a 10-foot apron for the stage. 

 
Stage house: 2,965-square-feet, above the stage floor, used to hide scenery, lights and 
mechanical devices from the view of the audience.  The stage house contains the fly 
system, which is a system of battens (lines), pulleys, head blocks, arbors and a counter 
weight system.  The stage house has 53 lines for hanging scenery, lighting and 
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mechanical devices and each line can handle up to 1,100 pounds.  Using a system of 
counter weight allows one person to move scenery weighing more than a ton. 
 
Sprung floor: wood floor constructed with cushioning pads, air spaces filled with 
fiberglass insulation and plywood to “give” on impact. 
 
Acoustical shell: a stage unit designed like a speaker horn to direct sound in a specific 
direction; is used for acoustic performances such as classical ensembles and soloists. 
 
Dressing room: four stage dressing rooms, three chorus dressing rooms and an 
actors/musicians lounge (green room) are located backstage. 
 
 
 
 
 

Philharmonic Center Construction Notes 
3,400 yards of poured concrete with a total weight of 4,250 tons 
120 tons of reinforcing steel for the concrete 
110,000 (8”X16”) concrete blocks 
650 tons of structural steel 
253 plumbing fixtures 
500 tons of air conditioning (the average home has three tons) 
42 miles of electrical wiring 
2,500 lighting fixtures 
4,000 yards of carpeting 
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THE STORY 

This play is based on E.B. White’s classic book, Charlotte’s Web, which has been read 
by generations of children since it first appeared in 1952 and remains a favorite today. 

The story begins on a farm with the birth of a litter of pigs.  The farmer, Mr. Arable, is 
about to destroy the tiniest one, the “runt,” but is stopped by the pleading of his young 
daughter, Fern.  Fern takes over the bottle-feeding and special care required for such a 
little pig, which she names “Wilbur.”  Wilbur grows with Fern’s loving care, but the time 
soon comes for Mr. Arable to sell the pig.  Again with Fern’s pleading, Wilbur is sold to 
her Uncle Homer Zuckerman, who lives just down the street.  This makes Fern very 
happy because Wilbur will be close enough to visit. 

On the Zuckermans’ farm, Wilbur meets new animals – Goose and Gander, Sheep, and 
Templeton the Rat – but without Fern around as much, Wilbur feels lonely.  One night, a 
voice answers his wishes, and promises to be his friend.  The next morning, he finds out 
that the voice belongs to a beautiful gray spider names Charlotte.  Although Wilbur is 
nervous about trusting this new friend, he soon learns that Charlotte is his loyal and true 
friend when she creates a plan to save him from his inevitable trip to the slaughterhouse.  
Through Charlotte’s talent at weaving words into her web, and her sacrificing of most of 
her energy to do so, she convinces “the people” that Wilbur is “some pig,” and he is 
insured a long life in the barnyard. 
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BEFORE AND AFTER THE SHOW  
 

 
 
 

 
Ask students if they have ever visited a farm.  If so, what kinds of animals did they see 
there?  Read about farms or show a video about raising animals on a farm. 
 
 
Review the following vocabulary words, which will be heard during the show: 
 
RUNT   SLOPS   TERRIFIC  RADIANT 
   (scraps fed to pigs) 
 
 
GANDER  LONELY  LONESOME  HUMBLE 
(male goose) 
 
 
GOSLINGS  FAMOUS  LOYAL 
 
 
Talk about the job of the actors/actresses in a play.  In this show, there are fewer actors 
than characters.  Tell the students to watch closely and see if they can tell which actors 
play more than one character’s part. 
 
 
 
 
 
How does Fern convince her father not to kill the smallest pig – the “runt” of the litter?  
What does she do to help raise the little pig? 
 
 When Wilbur moves to the Zuckerman farm, he meets many animals but is still lonely 
until he meets Charlotte.  What is different about Charlotte that makes her become 
Wilbur’s friend? 
 
Can you remember which words Charlotte wove into her web (some pig, terrific, radiant, 
humble)?  How did the appearance of these words save Wilbur’s life?  What other words 
can you think of that Charlotte might have used? 
 
Ask students if they were able to pick out the actors playing more than one character.  
What did the actors do to show that they were playing different parts (change costumes, 
voices, body movements)?  Have students imitate different animal sounds.  If the animals 
could talk, what would they sound like? 
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COLOR A PIG  

 

 

 

Pigs are very adaptable animals that eat many different foods and live in a variety of 
environments. Pigs were domesticated (tamed from wild animals) thousands of years ago. 
They are farmed for their meat to eat and hide for leather.  There are still many wild pigs, 
like the wild boar, the warthog and the bush pig. Pigs are found on every continent on 
Earth except Antarctica.  
 
Pigs are also called hogs or swine. The adult female is called a sow. The adult male is 
called a boar. A baby is called a piglet. 
 
Pigs vary in color from brown, black, white to pinkish. Some wild pigs have 
large tusks, overgrown teeth used for fighting and digging for food.  

Pigs are omnivores, which means they eat plants and meat. They like to eat a 
variety of plants and small animals like worms and snakes.  

 

 



 11 

FACTS ABOUT SPIDERS 
 
There are many different types of spiders that live all over the Earth in 
practically every type of habitat. They come in colors including black, brown, 
white, gray, red, yellow, green and orange. Most spiders live for about a year, 
but the tarantula can live for 15 years. Spiders range in size from barely visible 
to many inches across.  

Spiders produce silk in abdominal glands called spinnerets. Spiders use silk to 
make webs and traps for catching prey. The tips of the spider's legs are oily; 
this oil keeps them from getting trapped in their own webs. Weight for weight, 
a spider's silk is stronger than steel.  

All spiders have eight legs; each leg has two to three tiny claws at the end. 
They have a two-part body and strong jaws (usually with poisonous fangs). 
They have a hard exoskeleton and not an internal skeleton. 
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COLOR A SPIDER IN A WEB  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


